
INTERROGATION OF LEE FAFTCY OSWALD 

W S conducted the Investigation at the Texas School Eook repository 
Building on November 22, 19^3, immediately after th9 President was shot \ 
and after ve had found the location where ^e n ervey Oswald had done the 

footing from and left three empty cartridge cases on the floor and the . 

: ' ' /*■ - 

rifle had been found partially hidden under some boxes near the back 
stairway. These pieces of evidence were protected until the Crime Lab 
could get pictures and make a search for fingerprints. After Lt« Bay* 

of the Crime ^ab, had finished his work with the rifle* I picked it up 
and found that it had a cartridge in the chamber* which 1 ejected. About 
this time some officer came to me and told me that Wy. Roy S, Truly 
wanted to see me, a 3 one of his men hod left the building. 1 hod talked 
to ’-'r. Truly previously, and at that time he thought everyone was ac- 
counted for who worked in the building. Mr. Truly then came with snother 

officer and told me that a ^ee ^"arvey Oswald hod left the building. I 

asked if he had an address whore this man lived, and he told ms that he 

f 

did, that it was in Irving ot 2£l5 W. %tb Street. ^ 

I then left the rest cf the search of the building with Chief 

i .1 t J- # 

Lurrpkin and other officers vho vere there and told Beta, R. K. Sims and 
, v .» . 5 *- 

E. L. Boyd to acccuipany r»e to the City Hall where ve could isa>ke a quick check 

for police record and any other information of value, and vo vould then go 

to Irving, Texas, in an effort to apprehend this ran# Vhile I vas in the 

building, I vas told that Officer J . L% . Tippit had been shot in Oak Cliff. 
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Isradiataly after 1 reached rsy office, T anVed the officerR vho had brought 
in a rriaonor froT the Tippit shooting vho the nan vas vho shot the officer. 
T*~ey told ire his name was ^ee *‘srvey Osvald, and I replied that" that vae 
our suspect in the ^resident's killing. I instructed the officers to bring 

.. .. * ' m** *'* r 

- - m --2 — ;"-i • 3,r? *_ _ 

this man into t>e office after talking to the officers for a few minutes 

^ ' "> ■---■'■£ >r V 

in the presence of Officers M# Sins and L. Poyd of the Homicide Bureau 
end possibly some Secret Service m^n# Just as I had started questioning 
this man* I received a call from Gordon Chsnklin, Agent in Charge of the 
FBI office here in Dallas* vho asked eg to let him talk to Jim Bookhout* 
one of his agents. lie told Hr. Bookhout that he would like for Jamas P# - - 
Hosty to sit in on this interview as he knew about these people and bad 

- t w . > - . 

been investigating them before# I invited Mr# Bookhout and Hr# Korty in 
to help with the interview# - \ 

_ 4 . * 1 

After some questions about this man's full name I 2 sked him if he 
worked for the Texas School Book Bepository, and he told me he did. I 
asked him which floor he worked on* and he said usually cn the second 
floor but sometimes Ms work took him to all the different floors. I ask- 
ed him what part of the building he was in at the time the 1 resident vaa 
shot* and he said that be was having his lunch about that time on the first 
floor. Mr. Truly had tola me that one of the police officers had stopped 
this man i immediately after the shooting somewhere near the back stairway, .. 
so I asked Osvald where he was when the police officer stopped him. Ho 
said he was on the second floor drinking a coca cola when the officer came 
in. I asked him why ho left the building, and he said there was so much 
excitement he didn’t think there would be any more work done that day* and 
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tV at c . s this company warn* t particular a': out their hours, that they did net 
punch o clock, and that he thought it vrculd he just as veil that he left for 
the rest of the afternoon. I asked him if he owned a rifle, and he said 
tb*t he did not. Ha caid that he had seen one at the building a few cays 
ago, anc that ?'r. Truly and some of the em^oypec were locking at it. I 
asked him where he vent to when he left work, ^‘nd he told me that he had 
a room on 1026 -Tcrth Peckley, that he v:s**t over there and changed his trousers 
and pot his pietol anc vent to the picture show. I asked him vby he carried 

his pistol, anc he remarked, "Tou knew hov boys do when they have 3 gun, they 
juot carry it.” 

~Vr. Hosty asked 9 s ’ r?a l r * if he hac been in Russia. He tolc him, ”Yes, 
he hnd been in Fussia three years.” He asked him if he had written to 
the Russian Hr-basry, and he said he had . This man became very upset and 
arrogant vith -rent *’osty when he questioned him and accused him of accos- 
ts ng his wife tv:c different times. Vhen Agent Hosty attempted to talk to 
this man, he would hit his fist on the desk. I asked 0:*w*ald what he meant 
by ac costing his wife when he vas talking to Hr. Hosty. He said Mr. Hosty 
mistreated his wife two different times when he talked with her, practically 
accosted her. Mr. Hosty also asked Oswald if he hac been to Mexico City, 
which hr denied. Turing this interview he told me that he had gone to 
school in Hew York and in -art berth, Texas, that after going into the 
Marines, finirhec his high school education. I asked him if he von any 
nodal s for rifle shooting in the Marines. He raid he ven the usual medals. 

I asked Mm what his political beliefs were, and he said he had none 
but that he belonred to the r air Flay for Cuba Committee and t-cid me that 
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tray bad beadquerters in S ev -orV and th°t he bad bean 'c-cretary for this 
organisation in Hc-v Means when he lived there. He also said that bo sup- 
ports the Castro revolution. One of the officers bad told me that he bad 
rented the room on Eeckley under the none of &.J?. 1*9 % 1 ' sVed hir " why 



he did -Unis. 



H a said the landlady did it. She didn’t understand his 






nare correctly » 

Oswald asked if he was allowed an attorney and I told his h<^ could ^ 
have any attorney he liked, and that the telephone would he available to hi* 
up in the jail and be could call anyone be wished. I believe it was cur- 
ingrthis interview that he first errrsssed a desire to talk to Y.r. Abt, an 
attorney in Hev A ork^ Interviews or. this davvere interrupted by shoves 
v v er 9 witnesses identified Oswald positively as the ran who killed Officer 
Ti-pit. and the time that I would have to talk to another witness or to 
S0V3 of the officers. One of these -ahoveps was held at liOS ard tVe 
next one at 6:?0 pa. end at 7t*S jm. At 7:0$ pm I oi*ned a complaint be- 
fore Pill Alexander of the Plrtrlct Attorney’s office, charging Oswald with 
the .Tippit murder. At 7:10 pm Tippit was arraigned before Judge -gbnsfcon. 
Curing the second cay interviews I asked Ccweld about a card that he had in 
his purse showing that he belonged to the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, which 
he ‘admitted was his. I asked him about another identification card xn his 
Pocket tearing the name of Alex Hidell. He said he racked up that name 
in Mew Orleans while working in the Fair Play for Cuba organisation, he 
said he spoke Tussian, that he corresponded with people xn Punsia, anc -bat 
he received newspapers from P.ussia. 
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I showed the rifle “to ^‘arina Oswald, and she could rot positively 

identify it, hut said that it locked like the rifle that her husband had 

and that he bad been keeping it in the garage at ? *rs. Faint's hose in 

Irving. After this, I questioned Oswald further about the rifle, but ha 

denied owning a rifle at all, and said that he did have a small rifle 

seme years past-. I asked bin if he cwnedMf TB iflo in Russia, and he said, 

ijn 

"lou know you can’t buy a rifle in Kussia, yc?T can only buy shotguns.* 

* ' t : 7 " ; 

11 1 had a shotgun in Russia and hunted sons while there." Karina Oswlad 
hod told ne that she thought her husband might have brought the rifle 
from Nev Orleans, wbi^ he denied. He told rae that he hnc oonve things 
stored in a rarape st **rs. Maine’s home in -rving and that be had a few 
personal effect? at his room on Feckley. I instructed the officers to 
make a thorough search of both of thsse places. 

After reviewing all of the evidence rertaining to the killing 
of Fresident Kennedy before strict Attorney Henry Wade and his assis- 
tant, Hill Alexander, and Ji k Allen, former First Assistant District 
Attorney of Dallas t'ounty, I signed a complaint before tre District 
Attorney charging Oswald with the murder of ^resident Kennedy. This was 
at 11:26 pm. He was arraigned before Judge David Johnston at 1:35 am, 
November 23, 15&3. 

Oswald was placed in jail stout 12:00 rcicnight anc brought from the 
jail for arraignment before Judge David Johnston at 1:3-6 am. 
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iin interview. Present at this tire was FBI agent Jin Ikckhcut , Ferrest 




At the time of Oa&ald 1 o arrest he had a bus transfer in his pocket. 
He admitted this vvas given to hid by the bias driver \fhcn he rode the 



One of the officers had told .me that a cab driver, Y. V l iga layne 
iibaley, thought ho had rcccgnised Oswald^ picture as the nan \d\c had 
gotten in his cab near the b us station and rode to Berkley Avenue. I 
asked Oswald if he had ridden a cab on that day, and he said, "les, I 
did ride in the cab. Tho bus I got on near where I verk get Into 
heavy traffic and i»U5 traveling too sic 5 .;, end I get off and caught a 
cab. 17 I asked hi a about his conversation with tho cab driver, and ho 
said he remembered that when he get in the cab c lady came up who also 
wanted a cab, and he told Oswald to tell the lady to "take another cab" 

Ke found Iron the investigation the cay before that when Oswald 
left home, he was carrying a long package. He usually vent to see his 
vrife of week ends, but this tine he had gene on Thursday night. I 
auked him if he had told Buell VFesley Frasier why he had gone heme a 
different nir?*A, and if he had told him anything about bringing back 
ccne curtain rods. He denied it. 

During this conversation ho told ne he reached his heme by cab 
and changed both his shirt and trousers before going to the shelf. Ho 



bus after leaving tho building. 
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rcid hi s cat fare b c-r jc vs- 2J cents, Vh.en ashed vhat he did with hi 3 
clothing; bo tool: off then he got hone, he said ho put' then in the cirty 
clothes* In talking -with bin further about his location at the tine the 
President vas killed, he raid he ate lunch with son* of the colored boys who 
worked with Mr. Cne of them was called "^unlor 0 and the other one vas 
a little sbefct can whose ns^a he did not He said he bad a cheese- ~ 

sandwich and . sore fruit and that vs? the o^^jj^package he had brought with 
Mm to work and denied that he had brcvpbt the Ion? package described by 
y r. r razier and Ms sister. 

I asked him why >e lived in a room, yMlcr his wife lived in Irving, 
said -Vs. Paine, the lacy his i*ife lived with, vas learning Runsian, 
tbot hi3 wife needed help with the youns baby, and that it made a nico 
arrangement for both of them. He said he didn't know K r . Vine very 
veil, but Mr. r a ine and his wife, he thought, were separated a great deal 
of the time. He said he owned no car, but that the Paines have two cars, 
anc told that in the garage at the 1 sine’s ho/ne he had sore sea bags that 
hac a lot of his per nmol belongings, that be hod left them there after 
coming back from Kqv Vleans in eptember. 

He said he had a brother. Robert, vho lived in Port Vrth. Ve 
later found that this brot v er lived in Pentcn. He ssic t^e ^aines were 
close friends of his. , 

I asked hi^ if he belonged to the Communist I arty, but he said 
that he h ad never had a card, but repeated that he belonged to t v e Fair 

, i ’ * . 

^lay for Cuba organization, and he said th. 2 t he belonged to the American 
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fSi Hi liberties Union and paid s v • 10 ones. j. asr.cd kau a^nin *dry 
carried the pistol to the the*. Ko refused to answer questions abetft 
the pistol. !!c cid tell os, however, that he hod bou^i t it several _ 
nenths before in Bert berth , Texas. 

I noted that in (rucsticning liim that he did easier very quickly, 

:4pgfc- - - 

“* 1 *« “ ho “ cvcr «■“•#«* ’**«» * n4 h0 ““ “ - 
that he had. He was questioned cr.e tins for a long tine by the FBI 

after he had returned free: Russia. He said they used different methods, 
they tried the hard and - soft, and the buddy nethod, and said he was very 
foci liar with interrogaticr. He rc-rdnded ce that he did not have to 
answer any questions at all until he talked, to hi: attorney, and u 
told hin a call', that he could have an attorney any - tine he wished. 

He said he didn’t have coney to pay for a phono call to Hr. Abt. I 
told hie to call n collect”, if he liked, to uoo the ^ail phone or that 
he could have another attorney if he wished. He said he didn’t want 
another attorney, he wanted to talk to this attorney first. I believe 
he cade this call later as he thanked cc later during one- of our inter- 
views fer allowing hie the use cf the telephone. I explained to him 
that r-V» prisoners were allowed to uss the telephone. I asked hie why 
he wanted Mr. Abt, instead cf sees available attorney. He tcld ice he 
didn’t know Kr. Abt personally, but that he was fardliar with a case 
where Mr. Abt defeebi soao people for a violation cf the Srdth Act, 
and that if he didn’t get Mr. Abt, that he felt sure the American Civil 
Liberties Onion weald famish hin a lawyer . He exp lain ed to ns that 
this organisation helped people who needed attorneys and weren’t able 
to get then. 
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Vhilo in ~cv ' rlrcno, kr liven at l -«07 Kaposi re Street and at ore 
tire vorVet* for f-e illlas Filey ‘“omre-ny near that address. Vhttn arked 
about any nreviou* arrests, he told ns that he had had a little trouble 
while vorkinc with the Fair ^lay for Cuba ^omittee and had o fight with 
sore anti-Castro people. To also told re of a debate on some radio # 
station in New Cleans where ie debated v-’j^scre snti-Csstro people. 

I asked hiss what be thought of -reeid^p E annedy and his family, 
and he said he didn't have any views on the President. He raid, "I like 
the President’s family very well. I have my own views about national 
rclicios." I asked him about a polygraph test. Be told ne he had re- 
fused a polygraph test with the FBI, and he certainly wouldn't take one 
at this time. ^oth Kr. Bookhcut, of the FBI, and Hr. T.elley, and the 
Karsh all asked Oswald sore questions during this interview. 

Oswald vos placed back in jail et 11?33 At 12 ; 3 ^ P 0 Oswald 

v 3 t bmurht to the office for another interview with Inspector r-elley and 
sere of t v e other officers and nyreif. T talked to O^valc about the 



different places he had 11 -red in Bellas in an effort to find where he was 
living when the picture was mde of hir holding a rifle which looked to 
he the same rifle we ’-no recovered. "his picture showed to be taken 
near a stairway with many identifying things in the back yard. J ks told 
ne about one of the places where i 8 had lived. 

Hr. Paine had told me about where Oswald lived on Neely Street. 

Oswald was very evasive about this location. V-o found later that this 

was the place where the picture was made. I again asked him about his property 
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cs.-d there his things night be kept, and he told ns afccut the thirds at 
]->s. Paine’s residence ad a few things on reckley. He was pieced . 
bed: in jail at 1:10 FX. 

K * 

At 6:00 Pli I instructed the officers to bring Oswald buck into 
the office, r~r? in the presence of J inJ3cc khout, Homicide efficenj, 
and Inspector Kelley, of the Secret Ger ti e, I shewed Gaald en en- 
lorged picture of hia holding a rifle and wearing a pistol. _Eiis_ _ 
picture had been enlarged by our Crime Lab frea e picture found in J 
the garage at Kro. Paine's hone. He said the picture was not his, 
that the face was hi 3 face, but that this picture bad been cade by 



someone superimposing his face, the other part_of the picture was 

i , 

not him at all and that he had never seen the picture before. When . 

I told hia that tho picture was recovered from Mrs. Paine* a garage, 

\ l # ♦ 

he 3 aid that picture had never been in his possession, and I explained 
to him that it vas an enlargement of the small picture obtained in 
the search. At that tins I showed him the c ru ller picture. Ho 
denied ever seeing that picture and said that he Imsw all aoout 
photography, that ho had dene a lot cf work in photography nine elf , 
that the nm 1 1 picture was a reduced picture of the large picture, 
and load beer, made by scce person uni noun to his. He further stated 
that since he had been phe tc graphed here at tho City Hail end that 
people had be or. taking his picture while being transferred free: my 
office to the jail deer that someone had been able to get a picture 
of his face and that with that, they had bade this picture. He told 
me thathe understood photography real well, and that in tame, he would 
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he ?.ble to show t’’?t it **s net Ms ricture, and that it had been race 
Vy roroone else. Af t^is tine he saic that he did not want to answer 
any more questions and >e vns returned to V-e jail about 7:15 pa. 

At 900 on the morning of November 2h, I asked that Oswald be 
brought to the office. At that tiae I shewed him a cap of the City of 
Dallas which had teen recovered in the searojjjypf his room on North Peckley. 
This nap hod sore markings on it, one of which was about where the * 5 resident 
vas shot. He said that the cap had nothing to do with the ^resident’s 
shooting and again, as be had one in the previous. interview 3, ..denied- knowm_I — 
ing anything of the shcotinp of the ‘resident, or of the shooting of 
Officer Tippit. Hs said the nap had teen used to locate buildings where 

i m ~ 

he hnd gone to talk to people about employment. 

During tbi e interview Inspector *elley asked Oswald about his religi- 
ous views, and he replied that he didn't a Free with all the philosophies on 
religion. Re seemed evasive with Inspector ^elley about how he felt about 
religion, and I asked him ?.f he believed in a Tiety. Re was evasive and 
didn’t answer this question. 

Someone of the Federal officers asked Oswald if he thought Cuba 
would be better off since the r resident was assassinated . To this he replied 
that he felt that sir.ee the President vss killed that someone else would 
take his place, perhaps Vice-President Johnson, and that his views would 
probably be largely the same ns those cf President Kennedy. 

I again asked him about the gun and about the picture of him 
holding a similar rifle, and at that time he again positively 
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denied having any knowledge of th 
denied that he had ever lived on 
him that friends who had visited 



c piet^e or the rifle and 




him there said that he had 



lived there, he said that they were mistaken about visiting . 

- - * ' *V. *’ . 

him there, because he had never lived there* 

During this interview, Oswald said he was a Marxist*, He - 
repeated two or three fcime3, "I am a Marx ist, but not a Leninist- 

-ivp 

Marxist. He told me that the station t|g£ he had debated on in 
Hew Orleans was the one who carried Bill Stakey’s program. He 
denied again knowing Alex Hidell in New Orleans, and again reit- 
erated his belief in Fair Play for Cuba and what the committee 



stood for. 

After some questioning. Chief Jesse E. Curry cau9 i>o the 

i » _ . • h 

office and asked me if I was ready for the man to be transferred. 
I told him v;e were ready as scon as the security was completed in 



the basement, where we were to place Oswald in a car to transfer 
him to the County Jail. I had objected to the cameras obstructing 
the jail door, and the Chief explained to me that these have been 
moved, and the people were moved back, and the cameramen were well 
back in the garage. I told the Chief then that we were ready to 
go. Ha told us to go ahead with the pri 3 ioner, and that he and 
Chief Stevenson, v?ho va3 with him, would meet us at the County Jail . 

Oswald’s shirt, which he was 'wearing at the time of arrest, 
had been removed and sent to the crime lab in Washington wioh all 
the other evidence for a comparison test. Oswald said he would 
like to have a shirt from hi3 clothing that had been brought to the 
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office to v.-ear over the T-shirt that he~ was wearing at" the tine. We 

V 

selected The beet— 1 os ring shirt iron, his things, but he said he would 

* s 

prefer wearing a black Ivy League type shirt, indicating that it might 
be a little vjarmer. YJe made this change and I asked nin if he wouldntt 
like to wear a hat to mere or less c^oui Inge his looks in the car 
while being transferred as all of the ^gple who had been viewing 
him had seen him bareheaded. He didn 1 1 want to dc this. Then 
Officer J. R. Leavelle handcuffed his left hand to Gswald's right 
hand, then we left the office for the transfer. 

Inasmuch as this report was made from rough noi.es and memory , 
it is entirely possible that one of- these questions could be in a 
separate interview from the one indicated in this report. He was 
interviewed under the most adverse conditions in my office which is 
9 feet 6 inches by 14 feet, and has only cne' front door, which forced 
us to move this prisoner through hundreds of people each time he was 
carried from my office to the jail door, seme 20 feet, during each 
of these transfers. The crowd would attempt to jam around him, 
shouting questions and many containing slurs. This office is als^ 
surrounded by large glass windows, and there were cany officers 
v/orking next to these windows. I have no recorder in this office 
and was unable to record the interview. I was interrupted many 
times during these interviews to step from, the office lo talk to 
another witness or secure additional information from officers 
needed for the interrogation. 



